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This presentation will focus upon the role of descriptive systems in generating health state values for
use in cost utility analyses and the potential for the development and application of preference based
condition specific instruments using the development of a condition specific measure in sexual quality
of life (SQOL-3D) as a case study. A comparison of existing generic based instruments for the
measurement and valuation of health benefits reveals that no single instrument can be classed as
‘truly’ generic. The potential advantages of the use of condition specific instruments include improved
sensitivity for a given dimension and the ability to cover important dimensions of a condition which
may be missed by generic instruments. Given the difficulties inherent in attempting to standardise the
descriptive system, an alternative suggested approach is to standardise valuation methods through
the adoption of a single standard valuation protocol. An application of how this approach could be
taken forward is illustrated by the construction and valuation of the SQOL-3D; a preference based
single index amenable for use in the economic evaluation of new pharmaceuticals and other health
care interventions designed to improve sexual quality of life.
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Health and Related Research at the University of Sheffield. Julie has conducted economic evaluations upon a
range of diverse health care technologies including the UK liver transplantation and antenatal HIV screening
programmes. Her main research interests include the measurement and valuation of health outcomes for
economic evaluation and the measurement of patient and general population preferences for health care.
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