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Department of Economics 

UPCOMING FACULTY/DEPARTMENT MEETINGS: 

5 Nov (Thur) 2:00pm , Faculty Education Committee S,  Caulfield 
 
Economics Caulfield Workshops 

11 Nov (Wed) 11:00am-12:30pm, Bld H, Level 4, H 4.87 

“Do Falling Iceberg Costs Explain Recent US Export Growth?” - Horag 
Choi, Department of Economics, University of Auckland (see attached 
flyer) 
 

Visit the Events Calendar for a full listing of upcoming Economics 
Department activities:  http://news-events.buseco.monash.edu.au/calendar/ 

MELBOURNE CUP EVENT (CLAYTON)   

On Melbourne Cup day (2
nd

 Nov) there will be a $2 sweep at the Clayton 
campus special marquee (Marcela's office room E865).  Drinks and nibbles will 
be in abundance. The Cup will be telecast live on the "big" screen at 3:00PM so 
arrive in plenty of time to enter the sweep and to soak up the carnival 
atmosphere.  There will also  be a special prize for „best‟ hat. 

 

 

INTERESTING DATA SITES 

These sites have been drawn to the department‟s attention as sites which employees may be 
interested in ... or not. 

o TVNews database available through the library (this database of Australian broadcast news is 
made available to Screenrights licence holders)  

o ABC TV documentaries for download - under the Screenrights licence documentaries like this 
can be downloaded and used for educational purposes (made available in MUSO for example 
or on a DVD disk for inclusion in the library or sent directly to students). Just ensure the VA 
warning notice is appropriately displayed! Site offers a choice of MP4 or WMV file type (link 
added Nov 2008)  

o Podcasts for download from SBS - includes foreign language news broadcasts, some 
documentaries, some current affairs (Insight) etc.  

 

http://search.informit.com.au.ezproxy.lib.monash.edu.au/search;res=TVNEWS
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/documentaries/downloads/
http://www20.sbs.com.au/podcasting/
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STAFF OUT AND ABOUT 1: 

Gennadi Kazakevitch is currently visiting, on invitation, the Dalian Nationalities University in North-Eastern 
China presenting lectures to students along with a staff seminar presentation. 

 
 
 
 
 

Gennadi has also accepted the offer of a three year 
appointment as Visiting Professor at the College of Economics 
and Management of the Dalian Nationalities University.  
No need to worry - he is not resigning from Monash!      (See 
also “Recommended Viewing” below) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The new development of Dalian in the evening.  The campus of the 

Nationalities University can be seen in the front. 
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STAFF OUT AND ABOUT 2: 

During the year Jakob Madsen, along with Susan Chong from MaRG, have visited a number of secondary 
schools. Jakob has given talks to economics students (our future undergrads!) on a range of economic 
issues and he was pleasantly surprised by the depth of questions asked. The schools that Jakob has visited 
include:  Wesley College (Glen Waverley) in February, Mount Waverley in March, PLC in April, Knox School 
and Carey Baptist Grammar School in May and Glen Waverley Secondary College in October. 

If anyone is interested in joining the secondary school visit program for 2010 please contact Susan Chong:  
Susan.Chong@buseco.monash.edu.au , ext 32958 

 

STAFF OUT AND ABOUT 3: 

Researching and teaching is certainly becoming more of an international experience; here is a (incomplete) 
list of the countries our academic employees have visited this year for work purposes:  

USA, Spain, New Zealand, Santago, Bali, Thailand, Malaysia, China, UK, Scotland, India, Hong Kong, 
Canada, South Africa and Japan ...   

Just as well there is a .......New Travel Management System 

To improve the travel process at Monash University a fully automated travel notification system has been 
introduced for use by all employees when obtaining approval to travel internationally. The system will alert 
travellers to any medical or security warnings via links to DFAT as well as pre-populating your Travel Diary 
and issuing an insurance confirmation certificate. Most importantly it will more easily allow the University to 
locate employees in an event of an emergency. 

You will need to log into the Employee Self Service (ESS) portal and follow the Travel and Expenses links in 
order to enter an international travel request. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

STAFF NEWS 

Congratulations to Dinusha Dharmaratna, who has been 
awarded the prestigious 2009 Edward Gray Prize for her 
Ph.D thesis on Demand, “Supply and Welfare Aspects of 
Pipe-Borne Water in Sri Lanka”. 

The Edward Gray Prize is awarded by the Australia Sri Lanka 
Business Council each year for the most significant 
contribution to Australia-Sri Lanka relations during that year.  
Dinusha graduated with her Ph.D in September and was 
supervised by Edwyna Harris, Jaai Parasnis and Yew-
Kwang Ng. 

This is a fantastic achievement by Dinusha! 

GREEN CORNER 

Complementing and in advance of the major capital works planned for the Menzies 
building, the Office of Environmental Sustainability has commenced a program of 
improved lighting control of common spaces (hallways and foyers) throughout the 
building. The works include re-zoning lighting and installation of motion and 
ambient light detection sensors that will switch off lighting when not required. The 
energy saving resulting from these measures is expected to exceed 250,000 
kWh/annum, or 325 tones of CO2 not put into the atmosphere per year. The 
sensor technology chosen for these works will be suitable for subsequent 
integration into the major renovation works planned over the next few years, or 
salvaged for use on other projects. 

mailto:Susan.Chong@buseco.monash.edu.au
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PUBLICATIONS & GRANT SUCCESS 

 Congratulations to Kwang Ng and James Ang for their successful ARC Discovery project grant 
applications. James was also the recipient of an Australian Research Council Postdoctoral Fellowship, 
which is a fantastic achievement. 

Kwang‟s project , “The Economics of Happiness, Public Policy and National Success Indicators” , will 
look at providing a sound analysis of happiness, taking account of traditional welfare economics and 
recent advances in happiness studies, including making the analysis more relevant for policy formation, 
making happiness measures more comparable interpersonally, intertemporally, and intercultural. 

James‟s project was a joint submission with Joshua Feng from Econometrics and is entitled “Financial 
Development, Liberalisation and Productivity Growth”.  The analysis performed in this project will 
provide some new insights into the role of financial policies in bolstering productivity growth. 

Congratulations to both James and Kwang on their success. Much work goes into these applications 
and success is richly deserved 

 Mita Bhattacharya, "The Productivity-Wage and Productivity-Employment Nexus: A Panel Data 
Analysis of Indian Manufacturing " (with Paresh Narayan, Badri Narayan Rath, and Stephan Popp). 

VISITORS TO THE DEPARTMENT 

Russell  Smyth had dinner on Friday with Chinese visitors to the Department, Yan Yan Gao, Wenshu 
Gao, He Li Long and Gang Song as well as Qingguo Zhai who is completing his Ph.D in the Department 
of Management. 
 
Many of you know Wenshu already, who is from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences has been visiting 
the Department all year. Yanyan Gao (from Nanjing), Gang Song (from Dalian) and He LiLong (from 
Chengdu) commenced their terms as visitors recently and are located in E954 in the Menzies Building.  
Please drop in, say hello and make them feel welcome. 
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Recommended Viewing 

Apparently this is actual footage of Gennadi (using his Russian name ) giving his last farewell to his 
hosts during his recent visit to Dalian..... 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKJaynkJMR8 

ADMIN MATTERS 

 Menzies Building Update (take paradise and ....) 

As part of the Menzies Building works some trees will be removed and some trees will be relocated 
from the construction zone. Uncommon and rare species will be replanted within the University 
grounds and a replanting programme will be undertaken in the Menzies precinct to offset the loss of 
trees once construction is completed. There will be no net loss of trees at the campus and precinct 
surrounds as a result of this project. 

 

 Performance Development Online - Information Sessions 

The University is implementing the new Academic Performance Development Online (PDO) system 
across all Victorian campuses.  The system supports the performance development process by 
enabling academics to plan, monitor and review progress toward, career and work goals using a 
secure and convenient online tool.  

All academic employees are required to use PDO to create their 2010 performance plans. If you were 
unable to attend the BusEco information sessions you now have another opportunity to do so by 
attending one of the following sessions:. 

Wednesday 4 November, 9.30 – 10:30 am (Building H, room 1.25, Caulfield) 
Thursday 5 November, 9.30 – 10.30am (Building 26 Seminar Room 135, Clayton) 
 
Please register for one of these sessions at: 
https://secure.monash.edu/infotech/webservices/rsvp/pdo/  .  
In addition, academic performance supervisors will be required to attend a 'Giving and Receiving 
Feedback' workshop.Further details about these workshops will be sent to academic performance 
supervisors. If you have any questions about the performance development process, PDO or 
information sessions please contact Ben Dulude from Faculty HR on extension 34542. 

 Attend a meeting using your computer 

Some employees may find using their computer as a useful video conferencing tool when holding a 
small meeting with colleagues from around the University. To install the online conferencing software 
please visit http://www.infotech.monash.edu.au/itsupport/marratech/index.html . It is relatively straight 
forward to download ... but please speak to David O’Hanrahan if you require assistance. It helps if 
your computer has a camera and microphone... if you need these items also contact David. 

There are other video-conferencing programs available (such as Skype)  which may be useful if you 
are meeting with people from interstate or overseas or if they are simply from another University. Find 
out more about Skype - and download it for free at: 
http://www.skype.com/intl/en/download/skype/windows/ . (As Skype is a peer to peer program users 
should always remember to completely close it down when not in use). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AKJaynkJMR8
https://secure.monash.edu/infotech/webservices/rsvp/pdo/
http://www.infotech.monash.edu.au/itsupport/marratech/index.html
http://www.skype.com/intl/en/download/skype/windows/
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 Australasian Public Choice Conference 2009 

The Australasian Public Choice Scholars Network promotes research into public choice and political 
economy in Australasia and throughout Asia. The 2009 Australasian Public Choice Conference will be 
hosted by the School of Accounting, Economics and Finance at Deakin University's Melbourne Campus at 
Burwood, Victoria, Australia, Thursday 10 December and Friday 11 December. For more information, 
please go to: http://www.deakin.edu.au/buslaw/aef/publicchoice2009/index.php 
 

 The Annual Economic Theory Workshop is being hosted by Melbourne University in February 2010. 
New staff working in theory and applied theory may not be aware of this workshop, so it would be good to 
encourage them to go for this (maybe you have done this already?). Submission deadlines are coming up 
soon. Given that the workshop is in the same city, it would be practically costless for people to attend and 
present!  
 
http://econ.unimelb.edu.au/ocs/index.php/aetw2010/aetw2010 
 

 Asia-Pacific ESA meetings, Melbourne, Australia, February 18-21, 2010 at the University of 
Melbourne 

We invite submissions in all areas of experimental economics. 
Keynote speakers: 
Jim Andreoni (University of California, San Diego), Yan Chen (University of Michigan), Simon Gächter 
(University of Nottingham), Jacob Goeree (University of Zurich) 
If you are interested in presenting a paper, please email an abstract (including a title and information on 
all authors) to adminesa@mercury.ecom.unimelb.edu.au  
The deadline for the submission of abstracts is: November 20, 2009. There will be a number of travel 
scholarships given to students to present in this conference. If you wish to be considered for a scholarship 
please state this in your email when submitting an abstract. More information can be found via the 
following websites: 
http://pluto.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/esa/index6.htm 
 
https://www.economicscience.org/esa/viewConferenceList.html 

 

 5th Australasian Trade Workshop 2010 

The School of Economics in the College of Business and Economics, ANU, will host the 5th Australasian 
Workshop in International Trade from 19 to 20 March 2010. 

Keynote speakers will be: Ray Riezman, University of Iowa, U.S and Jim Tybout, Penn State University. 

The workshop is intended to bring together a small group of trade economists, and consequently there will 
only be plenary sessions.  

We invite colleagues in this field (JEL-Classification F0 to F2) to submit papers for presentation at the 
workshop. If you are interested, please send your abstract or preferably your complete paper (in pdf-
format only, please) to tradeworkshop@anu.edu.au before October 31, 2009. Authors of accepted 
papers will be notified by November 30. Conference participants are expected to serve as discussants at 
the workshop.There is no registration fee, but unfortunately we are unable to offer financial assistance to 
participants. 

The (optional) conference dinner will be held on Friday, 19 March, at a Canberra restaurant. The cost for 
this event is approximately A$80 per person. Partners are welcome to attend. Upon acceptance, you will 
be asked to book your travel and accommodation independently. We have made a block booking for a 
number of rooms at hotels that are close to the conference venue. If you have any further questions about 
the workshop, please contact the local organizers, Martin Richardson (Martin.Richardson@anu.edu.au) or 
Brian McCaig (Brian.McCaig@anu.edu.au.) Further information will be posted on the School‟s website at 
http://www.cbe.anu.edu.au/schools/eco/atw/. 

Workshops/Conferences 

 

http://www.deakin.edu.au/buslaw/aef/publicchoice2009/index.php
http://econ.unimelb.edu.au/ocs/index.php/aetw2010/aetw2010
http://econ.ucsd.edu/~jandreon/
http://www.si.umich.edu/~yanchen/
http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/economics/staff/details/simon_gaechter.htm
http://www.hss.caltech.edu/~jkg/
mailto:adminesa@mercury.ecom.unimelb.edu.au
http://pluto.ecom.unimelb.edu.au/esa/index6.htm
https://www.economicscience.org/esa/viewConferenceList.html
mailto:tradeworkshop@anu.edu.au
http://www.cbe.anu.edu.au/schools/eco/atw/
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 1st Australasian Workshop on Econometrics and Health Economics, 7th-9th April 2010 

This workshop provides the first in a series of forums for the development and dissemination of 
applications of econometrics and other quantitative methods in health economics. The 2010 workshop will 
take place at the Monash Conference Centre, Collins St, Melbourne. The number of participants will be 
limited to around 40 to avoid the need for parallel sessions.  
 
The programme will consist of around 14 papers. Each paper will be allocated an hour, made up of a 
short presentation by the authors, followed by a response from a nominated discussant and a general 
discussion.  
 
Papers will be circulated in advance and taken as read. Participants will be expected to attend the whole 
meeting and it is hoped that all participants will play a role as author, discussant or chairperson. 

Organisers: Bruce Hollingsworth (Monash University) and Tony Scott (University of Melbourne)   
 
Scientific Committee: Denzil Fiebig (Chair) (University of New South Wales), Bill Greene (New York 
University), Andrew Jones (University of York), Mike Shields (University of Melbourne) 

Papers for the 2010 Workshop will be selected on the basis of full draft papers. Authors will have the 
opportunity to submit their papers for publication in a special Australian Workshop Supplement of Health 
Economics, following the workshop, and it would be helpful if papers are prepared according to the 
journal's notes for contributors. The deadline for submitting full draft papers and registration forms is 1 
November 2009. If your paper/registration is accepted you will then receive details on how to pay 

A registration form and further information about the Workshop can be found at the webpage:  
http://www.buseco.monash.edu.au/centres/che/fawehe-page.html 

Scanned/emailed copies of Registration forms to the address below are acceptable. 
Contact: bruce.hollingsworth@buseco.monash.edu.au 
Fax: +61 (0)3 9905 8344 

NOTE: If you want to come (even without submitting a paper) you MUST fill in a registration form 
before November 1st, as numbers are limited.  No preferences will be given, and places are filling 
up already! 

 

 

DELHI WINTER SCHOOL 2009 

The Centre for Development Economics, Delhi School of Economics is organizing 'WINTER 
SCHOOL 2009' which will run from December 11-15, 2009 (13th excluded).  The 'Winter School' 
programme consists of a workshop (where invited experts from various fields of Economics deliver 
a series of lectures on frontiers of research in their respective fields) and a mini-conference 
(consisting of short research talks). This year's panel of experts include Steven Durlauf (University 
of Wisconsin-Madison), William Thomson (University of Rochester), and Charles  Manski 
(Northwestern University).  

 
Researchers are hereby invited to submit papers for the conference part of the Winter School. 
Please send your research paper along with a covering letter to the by 25th  October 2009.  
 
Email Address: ws2009@econdse.org 
<http://mail.econdse.org/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=ws2009%40econdse.org>  
 
Postal Address:  
Mr. Surjeet Singh  
Centre for Development Economics  
Delhi School of Economics,  
University of Delhi, Delhi 110 007  

http://www.buseco.monash.edu.au/centres/che/fawehe-page.html
mailto:bruce.hollingsworth@buseco.monash.edu.au
mailto:ws2009@econdse.org
http://mail.econdse.org/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=ws2009%40econdse.org

